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Introduction
1 Peter is a letter written to a bunch of Christians who are really feeling like they’re on the
outside of their society looking in. There’s a little bit of a debate about the exact circumstances around Peters writing of this letter. However, I’m persuaded that the theory that
best suits the evidence is that Peter is likely writing from Rome to a whole bunch of Christians who’ve recently been kicked out of Rome by Claudius Caesar. They were likely kicked
out because they were disrupting the social order by refusing to bow to the Roman gods or
the emperor and participate in the various pagan practices that made up civic life. A further disruption caused by these Christians was their intolerant practice of evangelising others and trying to persuade people that Jesus is the only true lord worth worshipping. These
factors made Christians a bit of a thorn in Claudius’ side in his City so he kicks them out.
But not wanting to waste an opportunity he doesn’t just boot them out of Rome he actually sends them to the regions of Pontus, Galatia, Cappodicia, Asia, and Bythinia along with
others to try and help set up Roman colonies in this areas to strengthen economic and civic
ties between these regions and the Roman empire.
This meant though that these Christians aren’t just separated from their homes they’re
thrust into a very foreign situation in which they probably didn’t fit with the natives of
those regions nor the other Roman citizens who’d been sent to colonise them. They were
doubly outcast and looked at with suspicion by those around them.
How were they to live as Christians in this very alien and often hostile environment? This is
basically what Peter writes this letter to help them with. He writes to encourage them and
to remind them of who God’s chosen them to be. He also writes to show them how to respond when they are persecuted or treated unjustly because they’re Christian.
As we increasingly find ourselves on the outside looking in to Australian culture there are
so many things we can learn from this letter about how to conduct ourselves in a God honouring way.

It’s my hope and prayer that you find this letter deeply encouraging and emboldening in
your Christian walk.
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Praise be to God
1 Peter 1:1-12

Getting started
1. When introducing yourself to someone what would be the defining characteristics of
yourself that you’d want people to know about you?

Explore
Read 1 Peter 1:1-2
2. How does Peter describe those he’s writing to?

3. Describe in your own words how each of the persons of the Godhead (Father, Son and
Holy Spirit) contribute to who Peter’s readers’ are now?

Read 1 Peter 1:3-5
4. Why does Peter express praise to God? What has God given his elect exiles?

5. How secure is what God has given them? Why?

Read 1 Peter 1:6-9

6. What does grasping God’s mercy and grace in salvation lead to in Peter’s readers?

7. How solid is this? Why?

Read 1 Peter 1:10-12
8. How does Peter put our salvation in perspective in God’s plan for history?

Apply
9. How can this passage help you grow in your praise toward God in your prayer life?

10. How does this passage help you see who you are as a person more clearly?

11. How does this passage change the way you view suffering?

Pray
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Be what you are
1 Peter 1:13-2:3

Getting started
1. Out of your parents who are you most like?

Explore
Read 1:13-21
2. What things does Peter urge his readers to do in this section?

3. What reason does he give for them to do each of these things?

Read 1:22-25
4. What does Peter call his readers to in this section?

5. What is it that enables them to do this?

6. Why can they be confident in that?

Read 1 Peter 2:1-3

7. What does Peter call his readers to do in this section?

8. Why does he call them to this?

Apply
9. What is an area of your life that you personally want to grow in holiness so that you can
better reflect your holy Father?

10. Who is someone you could love this week and how are you going to do it?

11. What can you do to be growing in your craving of the pure spiritual milk of God’s transforming grace?

Pray
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God’s House
1 Peter 2:4-10

Getting Started
1. How much should Christians need each other?

Explore
Read 1 Peter 2:4-6
2. How is Christ described in this passage?

3. How are Christians described in this passage? What are the similarities with how Christ is
described?

4. What are Christians called to do in this passage? What might that look like?

Read 2:7- 8
5. What differences between those who believe and those who don’t?

Read 1 Peter 2:9-10

6. How are Christians described in this passage?

7. Why has God called us to be these things? How does knowing who we are help spur us
on to this?

Apply
8. How can being reminded of who you are give you confidence in the Christian life?

9. How can being reminded of who you are grow your humility?

10. What might it look like for YOU to declare the praises of God? Are there steps you can
take this week?

Pray
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Submit for God’s glory
1 Peter 2:11-3:7

Getting Started
1. What’s the most attractive thing about Christians to those outside the church?

Explore
Read 1 Peter 2:11-12
2. What does Peter call on Christians to do? Why

Read 1 Peter 2:13-17
3. What does Peter call on Christians to do in this passage? Why?

Read 1 Peter 2:18-25
4. What does Peter call on Christians to do in this passage? Why?

5. How does looking at Christ’s example help us here?

Read 1 Peter 3:1-7

6. How might the inner beauty of a wife impact her husband?

7. What might it look like for husbands to respect and show consideration to their wives?

Apply
8. Of all the areas of submission talked about in this passage which one is hardest for you?
Why?

9. What’s an area from this passage you can grow in for the sake of bringing glory to God?

Pray
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Loving while suffering
1 Peter 3:8-22

Getting Started
1. Can you think of an example of Christians suffering for doing what is right?

Explore
Read 1 Peter 3:8-12
2. What are Peter’s readers called to do in this passage? What are they called not to do?
Can you give examples of what it might look like?

3. According to this passage what should motivate a Christian to live like this?

Read 1 Peter 3:13-22
4. What is the question Peter poses in verse 13? How does he answer his own question in
what he goes on to say (v.14-17)?

5. Peter calls on his readers not to fear or be frightened. What does he point them to to
strengthen them against fear?

6. How might God use unjust suffering for the sake of the gospel according to this passage?

7. What example and hope does Peter leave his readers with in this section?

Apply
8. Do you have any fears about what it might cost to be a Christian in our society now and
into the future? How might this passage help you face those fears?

9. How might your hope in the midst of unjust suffering advance the gospel?

10. How would you answer someone if they asked you for the reason of the hope you
have?

Pray
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Don’t act like pagans
1 Peter 4:1-11

Getting Started
1. Have you ever been teased for not joining in something you knew would dishonour
Christ?

Explore
Read 1 Peter 4:1-6
2. What is the relationship between Christ’s suffering and sin?

3. How does that arm us against our own experience with sin and the potential suffering
that might come?

4. Whose will are we to follow and whose are we to avoid following?

5. What should we remember when we’re tempted to give in to doing what everyone else
is doing?

Read 1 Peter 4:7-11

6. What actions and attitudes does Peter call Christians to in this passage? How are they to
do them?

7. What reasons does Peter give for doing these?

Apply
8. How can you prepare yourself now for the next time you’re invited to something that
you know would dishonour God?

9. Look at the list of commands from verses 7-11. Which one of these do you want to be
growing in? What might that look like for you to pursue that?

Pray
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Not Surprising
1 Peter 4:12-19

Getting Started
1. How do you typically respond when you get blindsided by some life event?

Explore
Read 1 Peter 4:12-14
2. Peter uses the language of fiery ordeal which is likely not referring to state sponsored
persecution but rather more likely societal ostracism, exclusion, ridicule and suspicion. How
should/shouldn’t you respond when you face that sort of suffering/persecution?

3. Why should you respond this way?

4. What does being treated like this say about God’s attitude toward you?

Read 1 Peter 4:15-19
5. How does this section unpack how we should respond to suffering as Christians?

6. What do we need to keep in mind when we suffer?

7. When Christians suffer has God forsaken them? Or does he have a plan to use the suffering of Christians?

8. How should Christians respond to God in the midst of suffering?

Apply
9. What do you find hardest about facing suffering as a Christian?

10. How can this passage help you draw near to God in the midst of suffering?

Pray
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Shepherding the flock
1 Peter 5:1-13

Getting Started
1. What is your ideal picture for how the relationship should be between leaders in the
church and everyone else who are part of the church?

Explore
Read 1 Peter 5:1-5
2. How should those who are elders in the church treat those under their care? Why?

3. How should those in the church relate to those who lead the church? Why?

Read 1 Peter 5:6-11
4. What does Peter call his readers to do in verses 6-7? Why?

5. Why does Peter so urgently call his readers to be alert and sober minded?

6. What are we to remember as we seek to resist the devil and stand firm in the faith?

Read 1 Peter 5:12-14
7. What does Peter want to leave his readers with in this section?

Apply
8. Are there ways of relating to either those in leadership or those you lead that you need
to change in light of this passage?

9. Are there ways of relating to God that you are encouraged to pursue by this passage?

10. What might it look like day to day to maintain alertness and sober mindedness?

Pray

